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© Use of an HMG CoA reductase Inhibitor and/or a squalene synthetase inhibitor for treating 
peripheral atherosclerotic disease. 



@ A use of a pharmaceutical composition is pro- 
vided for treating peripheral atherosclerotic disease 
(arteriosclerosis obliterans) and/or intermittent 
claudication containing an HMG CoA reductase in- 
hibitor alone and/or inhibitor of the enzyme squalene 
synthetase and optionally a pharmaceutical which 
reduces serum cholesterol by a mechanism other 
than inhibiting production of the enzyme HMG CoA 
reductase or the enzyme squalene synthetase, for 
example, probucol or gemfibrozil. 
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Science Publishers B.V. (Biomedical 
Division); Y. WATANABE et al.: 
"Preventive effect of pravastatin 
sodium, a potent inhibitor of 
3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl coenzyme A 
reductase, on coronary athero sclerosis 
-and-xanthoma-i n-WHHl^rabfcri't"s" 
Page 301 * 
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NATIONAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION FOR CLINICAL RESEARCH, 
Washington, DC, 28th April - 1st May 
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GELLMAN et al . : "Lovastatin, a H05C COA 
reductase inhibitor, reduces restanosis 
following balloon angioplasty in an 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
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invwtsw «io ralaiM B Mml inMntfom or Qraupi of inMnoona. 

1. Claims 1-3,7-12 partially: 

Use of an inhibitor of the enzyme KMG Co A reductase (or 
a mixture with squalene synthetase inhibitor) 
(or its combination according to claims 7-10) 
for the preparation of a medicament for treating 
arteriosclerosis obliterans and/or intermittent 
claudication 

2. Claims 1-3,7-12 partially; 4-6: 

Use of an inhibitor of the enzyme squalene synthetase 
(or its combination according to claims 7-10) 
for the preparation of a medicament for treating 
arteriosclerosis obliterans and/or intermittent 
claudication 
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OBSCURITIES 
The terms: 

1 - inhibitor of HMCoA reductase/squalene 
synthetase, [claim 1] 

2_^a_p.harroace.atical-which-reduGes-chG-l-estero-l 
(...) by a mechanism other than inhibiting the 
production of (...) [claim 7] 

3 - a pyrazole analog, an indene analog, a 
3-carboxy (...) derivative, a 6- (...) pyran-2-one, 
an imidazole analog^ a heterocyclic analog, a 
naphthyl analog, an octahydro-naphthalene , a keto 
analog, a 2,3-di-substituted pyrrole, furan of 
thiophene, (claim 2] 

are obscure for the following reasons and are only 
partially searcheible: 

1,2 - a compounds cannot be (fully) identified by 
merely mentioning its activity; chemical parameters 
are necessary to define the limits of the claim's 
scope. 

3 - they provide open-ended definitions, whose 
understanding is based on subjective 
interpretation . 

Moreover: 

The subject matter of claims 1-12 is not supported by 
pharmacological evidence. As a result, this subject 
matter is speculative (EPC Articles 52(2) (a), 83 and 
84). In the absence of pharmacological data, the evalua- 
tion of the technical nature of the subject matter and 
the comparison with the prior art are equivocal and 
subjective. As a consequence, it may well be that 
relevant prior art is not comprised in the search 
report. 



